Stature and Respect 


Salt Lake City doctors who attended the 
‘funeral of Dr. Karl O. Nielson in Heber 
Wednesday were inspired and impressed by 
the community feeling demonstrated over 
the sudden death of the prominent Wasatch 
County physician and surgeon. Business 
establishments closed for the services and 
the LDS Stakehouse, where the funeral was 
conducted, was filled to capacity. Many 
speakers emphasized the meaning to the 
community of Dr. Nielson’s service, and 
one mentioned that rural doctors, so often 
overworked, tend to die at a considerably 
earlier age than the patients they serve. 

Statistically true or not, it was true in 
the case of Dr. Nielson. He died of a heart 
ailment at the age of 51 in the midst of 
work last Saturday. 

The need for doctors in small communi- 
ties and rural areas is often stressed; like- 
wise the importance of community help and 
support in encouraging young doctors to 
set up practice there. 

But there is another side to the rural 
medical service story, a side demonstrated 
by the Heber and Wasatch County expres- 
sion of affection and respect for Dr. Niel- 
son. There can be great satisfaction to the 
consecrated physician in such small town 
and rural service. It is a personal service 
in a way big city practice rarely is. And 
theré is a stature and respect and appre- 
ciation in the community which to many 
dedicated physicians makes up for the fi- 
nancial and other drawbacks of rural medi- 
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